
 

Memo To: Faculty and Staff 

 

From: Stephanie McReynolds, Chris Gearin 

 

Department: Library 

 

Date: October 5, 2011 

 

Subject: Showing Videos in Class and Distributing Copyrighted Material 

 

 

At our last Bachelor of Applied Management Faculty In-Service, we discussed the fact that it is necessary to get 

permission from the copyright holder before showing a video in class. I would just like to make it clear that 

permission (which may take the form of purchasing public performance rights) is needed regardless of the 

format of the video (DVD, VHS, streaming from the Internet, etc.).  

 

You may show videos that have been provided by the publisher as supplements to the publisher’s textbook 

(which has been adopted for the course in which you will be showing the videos). Since the videos have been 

provided to you by the publisher for use in the course in which the textbook has been adopted, you may safely 

assume that the publisher has already obtained the permissions required in order for you to show the videos to 

your students. However, if you would like to show videos provided as supplements for one textbook in a course 

that has a different textbook, please check with the librarians, since additional permission may be required. 

 

The librarians are working on obtaining permission for some of the videos that they know Hickey College 

instructors would like to show in the classroom. Some videos purchased by the library already include public 

performance rights, which means that the library videos may be shown in the classroom. (The public 

performance rights apply to the library videos, not to the videos that you have purchased on your own.) For a 

current list of library videos that include public performance rights, search the Hickey College library catalog 

(http://hickeycollegelibrary.wordpress.com/catalog/) for public performance rights. 

 

If the video that you would like to show to your class is not included in the list of library videos that include 

public performance rights, please contact a librarian about obtaining permission to show the video in class. 

 

Allow me to take this opportunity to remind you that print materials are also covered by copyright law. In fact, 

as soon as a work is fixed in any sort of tangible form (this includes, visual, online, print, etc.) it is covered by 

the Copyright Act. 

 

I would advise you to review the handouts that you give to your students to see whether you should obtain 

permission for any of the materials that you distribute. Do you hand out copies of interesting articles to 

students? If so, you should obtain written permission from the copyright holder. Remember, as soon as a work 

is fixed in a tangible form, it is covered by the Copyright Act. The copyright symbol (©) or copyright 

registration is not required in order for the work to be covered by the law. If you need to obtain written 

permission for certain materials that you distribute to students, please consult with one of the librarians so that 

we may obtain the permissions that you need. 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

 

Thank you. 
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