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Tips for Avoiding Plagiarism 
 

1. Be able to identify plagiarism. 
 

So, what is plagiarism? 
 

“Plagiarize: to steal and pass off (the ideas or words of another) as one's own: use (another's production) 
without crediting the source.” 
 

“Plagiarize.” Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary. 11th ed. 2007. 
 

**Notice that this definition includes ideas, as well as words and other creative works. Even if you 
paraphrase, reword, or summarize someone else’s idea, you still need to cite the source. If you do 
not cite the source, you are passing off the idea as your own, which is plagiarism.** 

 

Here are some common examples of plagiarism: 
 

Buying a paper online and turning it in as your own. 
 

Turning in a paper you (or someone else) wrote for a different class. 
 

Integrating part of an old paper that you (or someone else) wrote for a different class into your 
current paper without citing the original paper as your source. 
 

Using a direct quote without quotation marks and a citation. 
 

Changing just a couple of words and not including a citation. 
 

Paraphrasing without citing your source. 
 
 

2. Know the consequences of plagiarism. 
 

In “the real world” people can lose their credibility, their careers, and be sued. 
 
In “the academic world” (which is no less real than “the real world”), people can be suspended, kicked out 
of college, receive failing grades, and (if the plagiarism is discovered after the degrees have been awarded) 
they can have their degrees revoked. 

 
Consequences for Students at Hickey College: 
 
“Expulsion, suspension, or some lesser sanction may be imposed for any of the following offenses: 
… 9) academic cheating or plagiarism.” 
 

Hickey College Catalog. School Year 2011-2012. St. Louis, MO: Hickey College, 2011. 
 
“Respect for the intellectual work and creativity of others is critical and expected; therefore, 

copyright violations and plagiarism will not be tolerated.” 

Electronic Communication/Internet Resource/Computer Use Policy. St. Louis, MO: Hickey 
College, 2004.  
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3. Start Early 

If you wait until the last minute to begin your assignment, plagiarism may become much more tempting. If 

you start early, you will have more time to study the material and complete the assignment without feeling 

rushed. 

 

4. Take Good Notes 
  

Avoid cutting and pasting while you research. 

Make it clear to yourself which words and ideas are from which sources. You can use different colored 

highlighters or (if you must cut and paste) choose different font colors for the words and ideas that are not 

your own. 

Note the information that you will need for your citations while you are doing your research. If you wait 

until the end to go back and figure out exactly where you got your information, you will end up wasting a 

lot of time. 

  

5. Cite your sources 
  

Unless your instructor asks you to use a different style guide, follow MLA style. 
  
MLA style requires you to provide a list of works cited at the end of your paper and use parenthetical 
citations (which refer to the works within your works cited list) throughout your paper. It is not enough to 
simply provide a works cited list (or bibliography) at the end of your paper. If you do not use parenthetical 
citations throughout your paper, your readers will not be able to distinguish your ideas and words from the 
ideas and words that you gathered from your sources. 
  
There are a number of MLA style resources on the library website. Go to 
http://hickeycollegelibrary.wordpress.com/ and click on MLA Style (under Research Guides). 

  
  

If you have any questions about plagiarism or MLA style, ask a librarian. 
  

 


