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PubMed MEDLINE is an excellent free source of journal article citations & abstracts for people 

seeking information on veterinary medicine and animal health topics. More than 80 major veterinary 

medicine journal titles are indexed in PubMed. There are also a limited number of full-text articles 

available in PubMed. 

 We have a link to PubMed MEDLINE from the Hickey College Library web site at 

http://hickeycollegelibrary.wordpress.com/. Click on Research Guides and then Veterinary Technology 

Resources. Scroll down to Entrez…PubMed under the General Veterinary Web Sites header. 

PubMed is best searched using free-text keywords and standardized subject headings.  

 

Example #1: KEYWORD Search 

 

 

Type congestive 

heart failure dogs 

in the query box 

and click Search. 

This search returned 4, 114 

hits.  

Notice the Search Details 

box in the lower right-hand 

side of the page. This 

indicates how PubMed 

interpreted your query and 

searched the database. 
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Example #2: MeSH Subject Headings 

What is MeSH? 

MeSH is an acronym for Medical 
Subject Headings. Use MeSH 
headings to focus your search and to 
consistently retrieve information 
that may use different words and 
terminology for the same concepts.  

 MeSH is similar to using the 
index at the back of a book to 
find just what you are looking 
for. 

MeSH headings are organized in a 
hierarchical tree structure. When 
searching PubMed using the MeSH heading ‘Heart Failure’, the database automatically searches this term, as 
well as more specific terms that are listed underneath this term in the MeSH tree (Dyspnea, Paroxysmal; 
Edema, Cardiac; Heart Failure, Diastolic; Heart Failure, Systolic).   

When using MeSH headings, you can also add the subheading /veterinary to limit your search to veterinary 
applications. 

 

Pull down the arrow to 

find and search the MeSH 

database. 

Type in the phrase 

congestive heart failure 

and click Search. 

 

Note: congestive heart 

failure is mapped (linked) to 

the MeSH term Heart 

Failure. A definition is 

provided. 

To use a MeSH subheading, 

click Add to search builder 

and then search the MeSH 

database for your next term 

…in this example, it will be 

dogs (see next page). 

Veterinary subheading is 

checked. 
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To further limit your results, 

type dogs in the MeSH 

query box and click Search.  

Place a check next to Dogs in 

the results list and click Add 

to search builder. 

Note: PubMed automatically 

added the MeSH term for 

dogs for you.  

Click Search PubMed to 

retrieve citations and 

abstracts. 

Note:   

This search returned 251 focused 

hits, including 17 free full-text and 

27 review articles. 

(Remember that the previous 

keyword search example with these 

same terms had produced over 

4,000 hits.)        3 



 

Example #3: LIMITS 

 

 

 

 

 

Example #4: Author Search 

Enter last name, space, initials into the query box and click Search. 

 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
 

PubMed for Handhelds: Search PubMed using your cell phone at http://pubmedhh.nlm.nih.gov , a website 
which has been specifically designed for use with your phone. 

Brochure with further search strategies and a listing of all veterinary journals indexed in MEDLINE is available 
at http://www.vmls.mlanet.org/sites/default/files/documents/VMLS_PubMed_brochure_2011june.pdf 

To further limit your results, click 

on Limits at the top of the results 

screen. 

Unless you are fluent in another 

language, you should always limit 

your results to English.  

You may also choose recent 

articles, if desired. 

Click Search. 

 

e.g.         Johnson S 

                Johnson SJ 
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