
Advanced Google Searching 

When writing research papers, we recommend using our research databases from EBSCO, Gale, and ScienceDirect. 

However, not all information from the Internet is bad!  If your instructor allows you to use information from the 

Internet, follow this guide to get more precise search results using Google. When you have found your source, 

remember to use the CRAAP Test to make sure the information you want to use is reputable.  While not all information 

on the internet is bad, it’s not all good either!  The CRAAP Test Guide is available under the Research Guides tab on the 

library website.  

 

1. Go to www.google.com . Type in your search term (s) and hit enter, or click the magnifying glass. 

 
 

2. To open the Advanced Search page, locate the gear in the upper right hand corner of the page, and select Advanced 

Search from the drop-down menu. 

 

3. The first section of the Advanced Search page allows you to give Google more information about how to search for 

the words you have provided.  The table below breaks down what the search options mean.   

 

http://www.google.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. The second section of the advanced search page allows you to limit, or narrow, your search results using several 

additional factors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Last, click the Advanced Search button for your results.  

All of these words 
 
 

Example 

Search is for all of the words, but not necessarily next to each other, or 
in the order that you type them.   
 
Searching   Insurance health   returns articles including insurance 
health, health insurance, and articles that have both the words health 
and insurance anywhere in the article. 

This exact word or 
phrase 

 
 
 

Example 

Search is for the words in the exact order that you type them with no 
extra words in-between the terms. This is an excellent option to search 
for a person by first and last name.  
 
Searching   Insurance health   will only return articles containing 
Insurance health in the results.  

Any of these words 
 
 

Example 

Search is for articles with at least one or more of your search terms, but 
not necessarily both.  
 
Searching Insurance health will return articles containing only the word 
insurance, or only the world health. The search will also return articles 
with both insurance and health in any order anywhere in the article, or 
next to each other, health insurance or insurance health.  

None of these words 
 
 

Example 

Adding a word in this field, will search for your original terms, but 
remove any results containing the word or words you type here.  
 
Searching Insurance health and adding care into this field, will remove 
any articles from the results containing the word care. In this example, 
articles about health care, or the health care act, are eliminated.  

Numbers ranging from 
 
 

Example  

Adding two numbers in this field will search for your original terms, and 
numbers including and in-between the numbers entered. 
 
Searching Insurance health and adding 1980 to 1989 will limit or narrow 
your original search to articles that mention any numbers between 1980 
and 1989. In this example, articles regarding the history of health 
insurance in the years 1980 through 1989 resulted.  Without the number 
limits, articles about present day health insurance issues result.  

To narrow by site 

or domain, type 

.edu for 

education sites, 

.gov for 

government 

sites, or .org for 

non-profit orgs.  


